
Welcome to the 2013 Manchee Agriculture newsletter.

We have continued to benchmark our cattle over the last 12 
months in commercially relevant steer feedlot and carcase 
trials. This has been a great endorsement of our cattle by 
placing in the top ribbons in three different competitions, 
bearing in mind all cattle are fed the same ration in the same 
conditions which strongly proves the point it’s not the breed 
of cattle you choose but the breeder. In June 2012 Manchee 
Ag won Champion and Reserve Champion Pen in the Primex 
Pacific Beef Carcase Competition. This year we have steers 
entered in the NSW Beef Spectacular, the RAS Beef Chal-
lenge and Primex’s Pacific Beef Trial. This years Beef Spec-
tacular trial saw the biggest number of steers entered with 
MA Steers winning and placing third in the feedlot perfor-
mance section and were Reserve Champion Riverine Tender-
cut Pen. The RAS Beef Challenge domestic class saw eight 
awards won by Manchee Ag including feedlot performance, 
carcase judging and Champion Steer. This years Primex re-
sults will be announced at the Primex field days, held in June.

At this years Sydney Royal Show, John had the challenging 
task of judging the Led Steers. There were over 300 steers 
paraded over a four hour period with the Grand Champion led 
steer coming from the School’s section, a Limousin shown by 
The Kings School. This steer went on to win Champion Car-
case in the Schools section and set a new record of 1,600 
c/kg live weight selling to Tender Value Meats, Hornsby mak-
ing a whopping total of $6,912. The Champion and Reserve 
Champion live animal were also the Champion and Reserve 
Champion carcasses in the school section. It was a great 
experience and John was surprised at how close a lot of the 
entries were to the minimum fat requirements. It’s very easy 
to put muscle into a carcase, the hard part is keep fat cover 
and overall profitability. 

An exciting new sire has been introduced from the famed 
Waukaru herd. Waukaru Orion 2047 is by Waukaru Patent 
8161 and out of a Waukaru Coppertop female. Orion is in the 

top 1% for the British Maternal Index and the Feedlot Index. 
He had the highest rib eye scan of the yearling bulls in the 
Denver National Stock Show ‘Bull Pens’. 

“Orion 2047 is the product of combining some of our most 
predictable genetics. His dam is a young Coppertop 464 
female that was selected as a donor early in life. At a year, 
Orion’s dam posted a very high ratios of 125 for EMA and 
160 for IMF. Like his dam, Orion 2047 is able to break breed-
ing antagonisms.” Toby Jordan, Waukaru. 

This year has also seen two Yamburgan sires exported 
overseas. The semen rights in Yamburgan Tobermorey F90 
have been sold to Canada and America and Yamburgan 
Sparta F149’s semen rights have been sold to New Zealand. 
Yamburgan sires are now in use in all states of Australia as 
well as New Zealand, Canada and America. 

In March John travelled to the Northern Territory to see the 
Durham Tropical bulls in action at Alcoota Station. The first 
progeny by these bulls will be sold at the end of 2013. The 
bulls have acclimatised and have worked well. The purebred 
Shorthorn bulls purchased last year have stood up to the 
harsh conditions in one of the driest years. Lifting the fertility 
of the Alcoota herd is paramount and the Durham Tropical 
and Shorthorn bulls are working well towards this target.  

At the beginning of the year we become EU accredited which 
has opened a new market for our cattle. The EU market has 
been strong in recent months despite the Eastern Young 
Cattle Indicator (EYCI) stalling. We believe Shorthorn cattle 
are perfectly suited to the EU market and encourage every-
one to become accredited as it’s not a difficult task. 

Enjoy,
John & Liz Manchee
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Waukaru Orion 2047 - pictured at 14 months. Semen shares 
have been sold to Manaroo, Marellan and Royalla studs with 
the last package available at this years bull sale.

Feedlot Performance Pays - 1st and 3rd in the 2013 NSW Beef 
Spectacular, Australia’s largest Feedlot & Carcase trial with 76 
teams and 360 steers. 



Our job as seedstock producers is to constantly achieve a 
profitable bottom line for our clients. Our breeding philosophy 
is simplistic – fertility and weight for age – the two biggest 
profit drivers. In last years newsletter we spoke about the 
profitability of fertility, increasing live calf percentages and the 
‘cow factory’. This year we will talk about the impact a sire 
has on your herd. 

The purchase of a sire is a major investment, both financially 
and in terms of the genetic contribution he will have on your 
herd.  A bull contributes 50 percent of his genetic material 
to each calf but the number of calves he sires dramatically 
increases the magnitude of a bull’s contribution to your herd. 
The Beef CRC estimates that 80 to 85 percent of genetic 
improvement in a herd comes from bull selection.  A bull kept 
for five years has the potential to sire anywhere from 100 to 
300 calves with his female progeny being kept for anywhere 
up to 10 years. Therefore, a bull’s direct influence on a beef 
enterprise would last 15 years.

Determining priorities and breeding objectives is important to 
accomplish long term profitability and to assist with bull selec-
tion. Random selection of bulls will result in random produc-
tion and progeny results. Begin by assessing your females 
and identifying their strengths and weaknesses and deter-
mine your breeding objectives using a balanced approach to 
trait selection. The more things you try and select for, the less 

genetic progress you will make. 

Identify a bloodlines that will take you in the direction of your 
goals. Choose your bulls from an operation like yours or like 
you would like yours to be and then choose a bull that excels 
in the traits you want in your herd. 

In genetics all animals revert back to the average of the ge-
netic pool of the herd in which they were bred. For example, if 
a bull supplier has no selection criteria on udder, the chance 
of purchasing a bull that will improve that trait in your herd 
will be slim – even if his dam has a perfect udder. In short, 
purchasing an average bull from a superior supplier will posi-
tively impact profit more than purchasing the top bull from an 
average supplier. 

Furthermore to the impact a sire has on the retained fe-
males, is the direct profit achieved from the sale of surplus 
progeny, of which the majority will be steers in a self-replacing 
herd. We are paid on weight, whether it be live weight or 
carcase weight. Weight for age therefore is the second most 
economically important trait regardless of the breed type or 
operation. A 10 cent premium offered for feeder steers will 
be offset by an animal that is only 21 kg heavier. 

Trait selection and the diversity to turn cattle of into any mar-
ket at any age will also drive profit. Benchmarking steer prog-
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Successful Bull Selection....

Increasing the length and width in the top line of an animal increases 
yield. An average of 37% of primal cut yield comes from the top line of 
a carcase. Thickness behind the shoulder is paramount to increasing 

dressing percentages and yield.

Extension of the neck and the way the 
neck connects to the shoulders indi-

cates length of body and is paramount 
for female calving efficiency. Selecting 

for this trait will increase weight in sale 
stock and efficiency in your cow herd. 

Slope of pelvis from 
hip to pin creates 

volume and directly 
effects calving 

ease. Select sires 
that display volume 
of hindquarter as 
a trait that effects 

calving ease of 
daughters and 
muscle volume.

Early testicle development is associated with increased semen pro-
duction in bulls and earlier age at puberty of bull and heifer progeny. 

Increased scrotal circumference also has a favourable relationship with 
days to calving, such that bulls with larger scrotal circumference tend 
to have daughters with shorter days to calving. Larger, more positive, 

Scrotal Size EBVs are more favourable if selecting for fertility.

A good masculine head indi-
cates strong breeding and  a 

broad muzzle and width of 
eyes are an indication of the 
width an animal carries right 

through the body. 

Width of shoulders must be expected in bulls as 
it is a direct correlation to the width of hindquar-
ter. There is the equivalent amount of meat on 
the hindquarter and the forequarter. Shoulders 
must be well laid in and have a good slope from 

the wither to the point of the shoulder. 

is an investment in the profitability of your herd for the next 15 years. 

Butt Shape is 
often miss leading 

when selecting 
for muscling as it 

does not correlate 
to thicker top lines 
where there is a 
greater quantity 
of meat. Select-
ing for high EMA 
EBV’s will impact 

saleable meat yield 
more than visual 

butt shape.  

Structurally sound animals will increase lon-
gevity and therefore productivity. The more 
cows a bull is able to service in one season 
the more profitable your investment in him 

has been. 



eny is paramount to the success of increasing profit. In the 
last 10 years we have exhibited 227 steers in 24 different 
Domestic & Export industry leading trials and have analysed 
feedlot and carcase feedback information on 1,438 steers 
sold privately. Over the 10 years we have seen an increase of 
.21 kg/day daily weight gain (across various days on feed).

The new challenge within the MSA domestic market is the 
inability to use HGP (hormonal growth promotents). The 
termination of HGP use in this market has identified more 
genetic variation within cattle on feed for 70 days. HGP’s cre-
ated more profitability in cattle with less quality of breeding, 
creating larger gains for the feedlotter.  Feedlot buyers are 
now sourcing cattle with superior genetics, as their bottom 
line will be reflected with higher performance. 

In 2012, highly valued employee, Paul Redding, clocked up a 
milestone of working for Manchee Agriculture for 30 years. 

Paul has been a dedicated and highly valued employee bring-
ing many things to 
the work place but 
his talent of story tell-
ing of misadventure 
are unparalleled. 

His dedication and 
enthusiasm never 
waivers regardless 
of the days work 
ahead. 

Thank you Paul for 
your years of hard 
work and we look for-
ward to many more 
to come. 

George and Lyn Cotter exhibited at the 2012 Brisbane Royal 
Show’s Prime Cattle section with one steer excelling in weight 
gain resulting in him being too heavy for competition. He was 
a 20 month old Shorthorn x Charbray steer weighing 740kg. 
He was sold for $2.28 /kg making a gross of $1,613.

This isn’t the first time this has happened to the Cotters. At 
the 2012 Gympic Carcase Classic a Shorthorn cross steer 
would have claimed the All-Rounder title apart from exceed-
ing the competition’s 300kg limit on carcase weight by just 
4 kg’s. The steer had a 304kg carcase weight with a 101 
EMA after showing exceptional feedlot weight gain. He easily 
produced the highest net gain in value over the whole compe-
tition of $157.55, a 71% gain over the starting weight.

“The Yamburgan bulls have adapted well 
to our country and come in from the 
cows in good condition with excellent 
pregnancy rates. They have added fat 

and marbling to our herd whilst produc-
ing great mothers.”

George Cotter, Gympie, Qld.
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 Weight Pays in Queensland

 Thank you Paul for 30 years of dedication

A Shorthorn Charbray cross steer that George & Lyn Cotter 
exhibited at the 2012 Brisbane Royal Prime Section.  Congrat-
ulations to George & Lyn on their success.



The recent National Shorthorn Conference saw major pro-
cessors including JBS Swift and Cargill Teys wholeheartedly 
endorsing Shorthorns as a major force going forward with the 
key attributes of the breed being high fertility, weight for age 
and meat quality. 

The global beef market is ever evolving and we are seeing a 
move towards a demand for a kilogram based protein source. 
This year has seen an increase of 10% in beef exported which 
may see Australian beef exports exceeding the one million 
mark for the first time by the end of the year. 

The EU opportunities were discussed by both Jason Strong 
(AACo) and Cameron Hilton (JBS Swift) identifying the EU as 
the only meat market “putting its hand up requesting more 
meat”. With 500 million consumers and an import quota of 
48,000 tonnes which has not been filled in past years, the EU 
market will continue to be very strong.

The EU is the most valuable export market on a dollar/
kilogram basis. High quality EU grainfed beef can be  30-40 
cents/kg (carcase weight) more than the non-EU article. 
Producers selling into the feeder or slaughter EU markets 
can achieve premiums of up to 15-20 cents/kg live weight 
than other non-EU cattle which ideally suits Shorthorn cattle 
and their crosses. 

Jason Strong said the introduction of the grain fed quota 
in 2010 has increased EU producer opportunities. He said 
Shorthorns were ideal to supply the EU market as there is 
minimal loss in weight gain (without the use of HGP’s) and the 
carcase quality is maintained. 

An example given by Cameron Hilton was that a .20 cent EU 
premium received on a b-double of cattle equalled an extra 
$8,000 in the producers pocket.

The EU market offers beef producers who adhere to good 
management principles ‘money for jam’. The EU accreditation 
system is free to 
beef producers 
with no ongoing 
cost to remain 
EU accredited. 
Maintaining EU 
status is a mat-
ter of correlating 
NLIS devices on 
the property with 
the database, 
nothing more. 

 Visit: http://
www.daff.gov.au/
aqis/export/
meat/elmer-3/
eucas

2013 will see the first MA BEEF online semen sale. The first 
two weeks of July will provide an opportunity to purchase 
Manchee Ag genetics in an online semen sale which will see 
discounts of 50% on all bulls listed on our website. This is an 
opportunity for producers to get ready for the spring joining 
season. 

Artificial Insemination (AI) is  one of the best tools available for 
a breeder wanting to increase genetic merit and production 
of their herd.  Manchee Ag utilises AI and Embryo Transfer 
(ET) every year, introducing international sires and compound-
ing proven performance by using our Yamburgan sires. 

Some sires represented include: 
Shorthorn sires; 
•	 Yamburgan Sparta F149
•	 Yamburgan Grissom G31
•	 Yamburgan Emperor E103
•	 Yamburgan Ossie E65

Santa Gertrudis sires; 
•	 Wilgaroon Dunkirk D522
•	 Wilgaroon Grand Duke D580
•	 Wilgaroon Sir Lancelot E167

Durham Tropical sires; 
•	 Manchee Jester D281
•	 Manchee Jester F358

Sale details are:
•	 The sale period runs from the 1st - 15th July.
•	 Semen must be purchased online at www.manchee.

com.au
•	 Payment must be received by 5.00 pm on the 15th 

July.
•	 All shipping will be done at the conclusion of the sale, 

allowing shipping costs to be minimised where orders 
will be delivered to the same region. 

•	 Shipping will be an extra charge and invoiced by our 
distributor. 

Manchee 
Ag 

2013 News The EU Market - ‘New Opportunities’

www.manchee.com.au

 On Line Semen Sale - ‘50% OFF’



The 2012 Primex Pacific Beef Carcase Competition saw Manchee 
Ag steers win Champion and Reserve Champion pens. The steers 
were fed for the Woolworths MSA 70 day market at Maydan Feed-
lot, Warwick.  

The champion pen of steers were primarily sired by Yamburgan 
Zeus D79 with the remaining two steers by Yamburgan Cassius 
Clay C108 and Narralda Aladdin. This pen was also placed 2nd for 
MSA eating quality, equal 3rd for feedlot performance and 4th in 
the pen of carcases. One steer from this pen had an average daily 
weight gain of 3.07 kg/day and the pen averaged 2.61 kg/day.

The reserve champion pen, also sired by Yamburgan Zeus D79 
were equal 3rd for feedlot performance with an average daily weight 
gain of 2.57 kg/day and 5th for MSA eating quality. 

The Durham Tropical pen of steers sired by Wilgaroon Dunkirk 
D522 won the feedlot performance pen with an outstanding aver-

age daily weight gain of 2.68 kg/day. With an average age of 18 
months the pen averaged 90 sq/cm EMA with the largest EMA 
from the competition included in this pen. This was a whopping 17% 
(or 13 sq/cm) above the trial average.

This year Manchee Ag entered the RAS Coles Beef Challenge for 
the first time with outstanding success. Manchee Ag snatched the 
champion domestic steer title with the steer coming from the 3rd 
placed pen overall. Another of our pens entered in the domestic sec-
tion were placed 4th overall. 

The champion steer came from our Durham Tropical pen and was 
sired by Wilgaroon Dunkirk D522 and out of a TG Oscar daughter. 
He had a marble score of 1, P8 fat of 11mm and rib fat of 8mm and 
returned $1101. at 18 months. 

A steer sired by Yamburgan Zeuz D79 and out of a Y Lockyer 
37th daughter won both the carcase grid and carcase live judging 
components of the competition. He had an EMA of 89 sq/cm, P8 
fat of 10mm and rib fat of 6mm and returned $1053 at 19 months 
of age.

The profitability of the three pens entered were highly consistent 
and returned an average of $1023 per/head at an average of 18.5 
months from 70 days on feed. 

The 2013 NSW Beef Spectacular also saw Manchee Ag genet-
ics excel claiming Reserve Champion Riverine Tender Cut Pen and 
winning the feedlot performance for the second time in three years. 
Our other pen entered in the competition was placed 3rd for feedlot 
performance.

Exciting young sire, Yamburgan Zeus H140 is currently being used 
on heifers at only 13 months of age, utilising his exceptional pedi-
gree and performance data. He excelled in his contemporary group 
for weight, EMA and scrotal size with an actual birth weight of 37 kg. 
Accurate data and large contemporary groups allows us to minimise 
the genetic interval with higher gains 
at an earlier age. H140 is in the top 
1% for all three indexes.
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Two steers from the Champion Domestic Pen from the Primex 
Pacific Beef Carcase Competition. Steer 165 had an EMA of 96 
sq/cm and steer 166 had an EMA of 92 sq/cm. 

 2013 RAS & Beef Spec Success

 Exciting New Sire - Yamburgan Zeus H140

SELECTION INDEXES $Value Ave

Dom Maternal Index ($) +$56 +$27

Export Maternal Index ($) +$49 +$26

Nth Maternal Index ($) +$65 +$35

CE DirCE Dtr GL BW 200 400 600 MCW Milk SS CWT EMA Rib Rump RBW IMF

EBV - - - +2.2 +32 +52 +60 +46 +7 +2.5 +49 +5.1 +0.3 -0.1 +0.7 +0.8

Acc - - - 72% 69% 61% 63% 54% 37% 48% 54% 41% 49% 50% 46% 43%
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1999 RNA 250 DAY COMPETITION
Reserve Champion Carcase 

1999 RNA 150 DAY COMPETITION
Highest Dressing Percentage Steer

2003 RNA COLES SUPERMARKET TRIAL
Champion Carcase 
Reserve Champion Pen

2004 RNA 100 DAY COMPETITION
Champion Beef Taste Test

2009 RNA 100 DAY COMPETITION
Reserve Champion Pen
Champion Pen of Carcases
2nd Daily Weight Gain - 2.32 kg/day
2nd Feedlot Performance

2005 RNA 100 DAY COMPETITION
Reserve Champion Carcase
Reserve Champion Beef Taste Test

2007 RNA 100 DAY COMPETITION
2nd Daily Weight Gain Pen - 2.65 kg/day

2010 RNA 100 DAY COMPETITION
Reserve Champion Pen
1st MSA Eating Quality
3rd Daily Weight Gain Pen - 2.47 kg/day
Top Weight Gain Steer - 3.18 kg/day

2002 RNA COLES SUPERMARKET TRIAL
Champion Pen 
Reserve Champion Carcase

2004 RNA COLES SUPERMARKET TRIAL
Highest Marble Score Steer - 3 Score
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2012 PRIMEx PACIFIC BEEF
Champion Pen
Reserve Champion Pen
1st Feedlot Performance Pen - 2.68 kg/day
3rd Feedlot Performance Pen - 2.57 kg/day
2nd MSA Eating Quality
EMA - Largest in Competition - 96 sq/cm

2013 NSW BEEF SPECTACULAR
Res Champion Riverine Tender Cut Pen
1st Feedlot Performance Pen - 2.70 kg/day
3rd Feedlot Performance Pen - 2.58 kg/day
Highest DWG Steer - 3.04 kg/day
EMA - Largest in Competition - 104 sq/cm

2013 RAS COLES BEEF CHALLENGE 
Champion Steer   
1st Carcase Judging Pen  
1st Feedlot Performance Ind - 2.55 kg/day
1st Carcase Judging Individual  
1st Total Profitability Individual - $204 
2nd Daily Weight Gain Ind - 2.20 kg/day 
3rd & 4th Overall Pens   
Bronze Medal - Taste Test

2013 RAS ExPORT BEEF CHALLENGE
1st Feedlot Performance Ind - 2.63 kg/day
1st Total Profitability Individual
Bronze Medal - Taste Test

2011 NSW BEEF SPECTACULAR
Reserve Champion Pen
1st Feedlot Performance Pen - 2.20 kg/day
2nd Feedlot Performance Pen - 2.10 kg/day
Most Profitable Pen - $546 above trial average

A Decade of Commercial Dominance

2 States
23 Competitions

31 Awards

227 Steers
2.3 Ave Weight Gain
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Mismanagement through over or under feeding during the 
critical phases of pregnancy can adversely affect lifetime 
productivity. Energy intake beyond needs for structural and 
muscular growth in heifers may cause dystocia as will heifers 
that have their energy intake restricted suffer with dystocia 
due to smaller frame size, reducing pelvic area and reduced 
energy levels at calving. 

The nutritional requirement for a pregnant heifer (due to 
calve at two years of age) reflected as a daily weight gain is 
0.5 - 0.7 kg/day with peak energy required later in the preg-
nancy. Preferably, heifers should maintain their body condition 
score for the last trimester (50 - 60 days) of pregnancy. You 
are better to supplement the heifers from weaning to joining 
to make sure they are a minimum joining weight of 300 kg 
and a condition score of 3 rather than playing catch up after 
conception. 

Pasture management for pregnant heifers is important, as 
Hypocalcaemia, more commonly known as ‘milk fever’, will 
cause dystocia. At the point of calving heifers experience 
an increase in demand for nutrients to produce colostrum, 
milk and energy to physically calve. The increase in essential 
nutrients required to adopt these changes within their body 
can create an imbalance, usually calcium deficiency.  Calcium 
is amongst the most critical in the 14-21 days leading up to 
calving and it is common for most heifers (and cows) at this 
time to experience some level of calcium deficiency. 

Heifers and cows undergo metabolic and physiological 
changes in the period leading up to calving that restrict 
their ability to absorb and mobilise (release from the bones) 
calcium when it is required the most. Calcium is vital for the 
contractile strength of muscles, namely the uterus and at 
calving low available calcium within the body will result in weak 
contraction or ‘lazy calvers’. 

Furthermore, pastures higher in nitrogen and potassium are 
counterproductive to the requirements of the calving heifer, 
particularly during the last 3-4 months of pregnancy, as they 
cause nutrient imbalance and affect the release of calcium. 

Feeding magnesium and calcium to heifers pre-calving 
will help with the release of calcium from the bones. Many 
feedstuffs are detrimental to magnesium bioavailability and 
therefore calcium availability, which can include excessive 

levels of urea, legume silages/hay, molasses, salt and lush 
green feed. The irony is that many of these things are recom-
mended pre-calving.

Between 14-21 days prior to calving the reduction in the heif-
ers availability to counterproductive feed, as outlined above, 
and the introduction of low nitrogen and potassium feed, such 
as cereal or grass hay, grains and the availability of calcium 
and magnesium will help decrease dystocia. For cost effec-
tiveness and management, only fed in calving groups 2 weeks 
out from calving. The benefits of smaller management groups 
will be; more calves born, less heifer deaths, better growth 
rates from more milk, better re-conception rates and ease of 
management. 

Once the heifer has calved she should be moved onto higher 
energy pasture. A heifer needs to regain pre –calving weight 
and condition quickly if high re-joining conception rates are to 
be achieved. 

Lienert Supplamins HiMag is used at Manchee Ag during our 
spring calving of heifers. 

The 1st of August 2013 will see a Shorthorn commercial 
female sale.  Manchee Ag will be offering 23 joined second 
calving females, joined to Yamburgan Sparta F149. Full 
details will be on our website. The sale will be integrated with 
Auctions Plus. Nominations are being called for. If you would 
like any further information contact the Shorthorn Beef office 
on 02 6772 2400.

 Nutritional Management of Heifers
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Bruce Meaney & Belinda McGilchrist from Lienert Australia 
with John Manchee. 

 Shorthorn Commercial Female Sale



In December 2012, Liz and I, travelled to Dalgonally Partner-
ship, Condobolin in central western NSW to catch up with Bill 
and Belinda Gordon on their families property ‘Newlands’.

The Gordon family have built up their primarily Yamburgan 
blood Shorthorn herd over the last 20 years into one of the 
finest cow herds I have seen.

Bill and Belinda are currently running 650 breeders on the 
6300 acre ‘Newlands’ which features a high percentage of 
Lachlan River flood plains and beautiful River Gums. A great 
feature of the property is the soft river loam soil and the ability 
to flood irrigate up to 5 kilometers from the river without us-
ing a lift pump. 

The Shorthorn herd was developed after Bill and his father, 
Stuart, purchased the pick of our CFA cows in 1994 and 
1995, all of our best and most consistent breeders of the 
time are the backbone of this herd. In more recent times sons 
of Lockyer, Aladdin and Diamantina 3rd have been used with 
great success. 

Bill’s vision of breeding moderate framed, easy fleshing cattle 
with the ability to lay down cover was the normal program at 
the ‘Newlands’ long before it was widely recognised - “Because 
they are the most profitable,” Bill said.

We are very proud to have played a role in the continued 
development of the ‘Newlands’ herd and wish Bill and all the 
Gordon family continued high returns with such a consistent 
herd - well done. 

In April this year a pen of our Shorthorn steers were con-
signed to Coles Supermarkets with a fantastic result - 99% 
graded in boning groups 1 to 6. 

The lower the boning group number the higher the carcase 
will grade for MSA meat quality. As a performance based pay-
ment system is introduced, emphasis on boning groups and 
eating quality will become more important.

These steers were also part of the results Bob Jamieson, 
Jamieson Agency, Inverell, reported on at the Shorthorn Na-
tional Conference held in Tamworth last month. He identified 
Shorthorns performance over a 12 month period as 12% 
above the average, of all breeds, for weight gain. This was 
from one of his key suppliers and across 4710 domestic fed 
cattle.
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Bill Gordon and John Manchee with cows and calves in the 
background on ‘Newlands’, Condobolin, NSW. 

A home bred Dalgonally cow on the Gordon’s property at 
Condobolin.

 Bill & Belinda Gordon

A Dalgonally cow on natural pasture at ‘Newlands’.

Shorthorns Top Coles Feedback

A heifer calf at ‘Newlands’, Condobolin.

“Shorthorn performance was 12% 
above average for daily weight gain 

and 99% of the MA steers 
were in boning groups 1 to 6.”

Bob Jamieson, Jamieson Agency, Inverell, NSW.



A Selection Index is effectively a single unit value predicting 
a breeding animal’s profitability for a defined commercial 
production system and market end-point. They are based on 
weightings on specific EBV traits deemed important for that 
production system. Ranking animals on their Selection Index 
value sorts them based on their progeny’s expected profitabil-
ity for the targeted production system.

As a guide to using Selection Indexes, it is recommended that 
producers, both seedstock and commercial, undertake the 
following steps:

(i) Identify the Selection Index of most relevance
(ii) Rank animals on the Selection Index
(iii) Consider the individual EBVs of importance
(iv) Consider other traits of importance that may not be 
accounted for in the Selection Index (e.g. temperament, 
structural soundness)

Before using Selection Indexes, producers should identify the 
index that is of most relevance to their particular production 
system. Following are the descriptions for the 3 Shorthorn 
Selection Indexes:

•	Domestic	Maternal	Index	(DOM)	-	Estimates	the	genetic	
differences between animals in net profitability per cow 
joined in a self replacing commercial herd in a temperate 
environment targeting pasture grown and finished steers 
for the domestic trade (eg. supermarket). Steers are mar-

keted at 480 kg live weight (260 kg HSCW and 10 mm P8 
fat depth) at 22 months of age. 

•	Export	Maternal	Index	(EXP)	–	Estimates	the	genetic	dif-
ferences between animals in net profitability per cow joined 
in a self replacing commercial herd in a temperate environ-
ment targeting steers for the Japanese B3 market. Steers 
are pasture grown to feedlot entry then feedlot finished for 
150 days. Steers are marketed to the feedlot at 450 kg 
live weight, and then slaughtered after finishing at 675 kg 
live weight (370kg HSCW).

•	Northern	Maternal	Index	(NM)	–	Estimates	the	genetic	
differences between animals in net profitability per cow 
joined in a self replacing commercial herd in northern Aus-
tralia targeting the export trade.  Steers are finished on 
grass and marketed at 600 kg live weight (320 kg HSCW 
and 10 mm P8fat depth) at 28 months of age.  

For more information contact the Shorthorn SBTS
Technical Officer, Christian Duff (ph: 02 6773 2472 or email: 
christian@sbts.une.edu.au)

Note: The bulls pictured right have EBV’s included in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 - A list of 2011 born Yamburgan bulls, ranked in descending order on the Shorthorn Export Maternal Selection Index 
using the Shorthorn online EBV enquiry facility, as at 30th May 2013.

“High indexing bulls for sale on 
AUGUST 28th”



Over the last two years we have exported semen in three 
Yamburgan bulls. The Canadian and USA semen rights in Y 
Tobermorey (pictured below top) has been sold to Crooked 
Post in Canada and Y Spata F149 along with  Y Emperor 
E103 (pictured below bottom) have been sold to New Zea-
land. 
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“Yamburgan cattle are cattle that com-
bine performance and docility and are 

sought after by both lot feeders and grass 
finishers who consistently comment on 
the high percentage of the cattle that 

meet the highest specifications.”
Mike Newton, Kingston SE, SA.

 Consistency & Performance in SA

 3 Yamburgan Sires to Canada, USA & NZ

YAMBURGAN KOOKA G242 
Sired by Turanville Kookaburra D52

YAMBURGAN EMPEROR G679 (P) 
Sired by Yamburgan Emperor E103

YAMBURGAN HECTOR G621 (P) 
Sired by Yamburgan Achillies A317

YAMBURGAN STORM G165 (P) 
Sired by Broughton Park Thunder C23



Email: 
liz@manchee.com.au

 john@manchee.com.au

Web Site: www.manchee.com.au
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MA BEEF Bull Sale Preview 
MA BEEF Bull Sale - Wednesday 28th August - 1pm

SELECTION INDEXES $Value Ave

Dom Maternal Index ($) +$42 +$27

Export Maternal Index ($) +$38 +$26

Nth Maternal Index ($) +$55 +$35

YAMBURGAN HECTOR G266 (P)
An excellent low birth weight bull with a lot 
of coverage and carcase attributes. The 
combination of Achillies and Lockyer has 
worked well. 

CE DirCE Dtr GL BW 200 400 600 MCW Milk SS CWT EMA Rib Rump RBW IMF

EBV +5.0 - -4.6 +0.5 +32 +36 +48 +40 +8 -0.3 +39 +4.7 +0.2 +0.2 +0.7 +0.5

Acc 40% - 52% 76% 73% 68% 72% 63% 53% 73% 61% 53% 61% 61% 58% 52%

SELECTION INDEXES $Value Ave

Dom Maternal Index ($) +$37 +$27

Export Maternal Index ($) +$28 +$26

Nth Maternal Index ($) +$45 +$35

YAMBURGAN LOCKYER G252 (P)
An outstanding individual in his contemporary 
group, one of the leading bulls of this years 
sale. Mittiebah 3rd daughters are some our 
best breeders.

CE DirCE Dtr GL BW 200 400 600 MCW Milk SS CWT EMA Rib Rump RBW IMF

EBV - - - +4.4 +28 +39 +51 +50 +2 +2.4 +34 +6.0 +1.8 +2.4 -0.1 +0.8

Acc - - - 75% 71% 65% 69% 59% 46% 72% 58% 49% 56% 56% 54% 47%

SELECTION INDEXES $Value Ave

Dom Maternal Index ($) +$60 +$27

Export Maternal Index ($) +$48 +$26

Nth Maternal Index ($) +$64 +$35

YAMBURGAN EMPEROR H33 (P)
One of the standout lots in this years sale, 
proven pedigree and performance. Emperor 
E103’s first drop of calves are impressive. 
Pictured at 14 months.

CE DirCE Dtr GL BW 200 400 600 MCW Milk SS CWT EMA Rib Rump RBW IMF

EBV +7.3 - -4.7 +0.3 +25 +37 +38 +24 +3 +1.3 +28 +5.4 +2.6 +3.3 -1.3 +1.3

Acc 42% - 55% 76% 72% 64% 64% 54% 48% 53% 54% 42% 47% 47% 45% 42%

SELECTION INDEXES $Value Ave

Dom Maternal Index ($) +$40 +$27

Export Maternal Index ($) +$36 +$26

Nth Maternal Index ($) +$51 +$35

YAMBURGAN SPITFIRE G319 (H)
A high growth, high EMA and carcase weight 
bull from a fantastic maternal family. He is a 
maternal half brother to the carcase winning 
sire, Yamburgan Zeus D79. 

CE DirCE Dtr GL BW 200 400 600 MCW Milk SS CWT EMA Rib Rump RBW IMF

EBV -2.2 - -0.9 +4.1 +30 +47 +64 +57 +9 +2.5 +45 +7.5 -0.5 -1.1 +2.0 +0.3

Acc 40% - 50% 75% 72% 66% 70% 59% 45% 72% 59% 49% 56% 56% 53% 46%

= Low Birth Weight 
= Short Gestation - top 10% of the breed
= High Growth to 600 days - top 20% of the breed

= Large EMA’s - top 10% of the breed
= High Rib & Rump Fat - top 20% of the breed

+3.3
-2.5
+55

+5.5
0.0
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